
Despite working there for a year, Watterson wanted to go back to making comics. The 
next few years saw Watterson being rejected repeatedly. Watterson later had this to 
say, “To endure five years of rejection to get a job requires either a faith in oneself 
that borders on delusion, or a love of the work.”

In 1985, Watterson finally found success as years of experimentation, creating the 
iconic “Calvin and Hobbes. Universal Press Syndicate bought the strip and the rest 
is history. 

Though Watterson has kept a low profile, he has teamed up with Stephan Pastis 
to create a strip to promote Team Cul de Sac and the Michael J. Fox Foundation. 
Additionally, he has created poster art for the documentary Stripped. 
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Tools: Bristol Board, Circle Template, Mechanical 
Pencil, Rapidograph, Lettering Guide, Crowquill Pen, 
Brush, Whiteout

There are few illustrators as beloved as Bill Watterson, creator of the much loved 
Calvin and Hobbes survey.  A talented artist, having won 3 Reubens from the National 
Cartoonist Society, Watterson’s work ran in newspapers from 1985 to 1995. During and 
after the strip’s run, Watterson resisted merchandising Calvin and Hobbes for fear of 
“devaluing the characters.”

Watterson was born July 5th, 1958, in Washington, D.C.  living there the first six years 
of his life. The family later moved to Chagrin Falls, Ohio, which would later inspire 
the setting of Calvin and Hobbes. Watterson was a good student and stayed out of 
trouble. He also began drawing in his childhood.

In 1976, Watterson enrolled in Kenyon College. While there, he started drawing 
political cartoons for the school paper. According to Biography.com, during his 
sophmore year he painted a copy of Michelangelo’s “Creation of Adam” on his dorm 
room ceiling. Upon graduating in 1980, Watterson was snapped up the Cincinnati Post 
as an editorial cartoonist. 
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