
Pete Souza was born December 21st, 1954 and though is a self-described freelancer 
now, official White House Photographer President Barrack Obama and President Ronald 
Regan. Souza has also worked for the Chicago Tribune, stationed in D.C., for almost ten 
years prior to joining the Obama adminstration in 2008. Despite getting married in the 
White House in 2012, Souza is known for guarding his privacy.
Before Souza was a photographer, he was raised in South Dartmouth, MA. Upon 
graduating from high school, he attended Boston University. He graduated cum laude 
from Boston University with a bachelor of science degree, before getting his master’s 
degree in journalism and mass communication from Kansas State University. 
Souza’s started in 1970, in Kansas, working with the Chanute Tribune and Hutchinson 
News. In the 1980s, he started working for the Chicago Sun-Times, eventually 
being hired by the Regan administration in from 1983 to 1989 as a White House 
photographer. After working for the Regan adminstration, Souza began work again as 
a photographer in D.C. with the Chicago Tribune which ended in 2007. 

His return to the White House as the Chief Official White House Photographer began 
in 2004. Souza was asked to cover newly elected Senator Barrack Obama in his first 
year as senator. The two met on Obama’s first day as senator and became close as he 
documented the senator’s time in office. 
Because of this assignment, Souza was able to document the senator’s rise, which 
eventually lead to the senator becoming the President of the United States. In the 
summer of 2008, Souza released a book of photos of the images he took of the president 
from 2005-2008. 
He was working as an assistant professor of photo journalism, when post-election, he 
was offered the job of Chief Official White House photographer. From there, Souza was 
able to take many iconic photos of the president and his staff, including the “Situation 
Room” photo where President Obama made the decision to go after Osama Bin Laden 
in Pakistan. 
After leaving the White House upon the election of a new administration, Souza, whom 
is still active as a photographer and speaker, has taken to (re)releasing photos of the 
previous adminstration. Rather than directly criticize the current president, Souza 
often undermines him by posting photos of the previous adminstration, making it a 
Gallant vs. Goofus situation.
Beyond that, Pete Souza is brilliant photographer. He has been awarded numerous 
times for his work and has had his work featured in the Smithsonian and at many 
universities, including his alma maters. 
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